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Help at hand to tackle
‘phantom scaffolding’

Housing campaigner aims to make his point

by Jon Dean

jon.. co.uk

A helpline has been set up for
people whose homes have
been blighted by long-term,
unused scaffolding.

The Idle Scaffolding hel-
pline is a tongue-in-cheek
service set up by a housing
campaigner in response to
what he says is a serious
problem in the borough.

He says the structures are
put up to make people think
work is being done, then tak-
en down weeks or even
months later, regardless of
how long any work takes.
This, he says, conveniently
gives Partners for Improve-
ment in Islington (PfI) who
manage the borough’s street
properties, a free place to
store the scaffold.

Staggered

Thomas Cooper, who set up
the helpline, said: “I set it up
because I was just staggered
by the amount of scaffolding
up all over the borough with
little or no work being done.I
wanted to find the extent of
it, and it’s street after street.

“They put up 120 scaffolds
across the borough but only
have enough workers for
maybe 20, so four out of five
are idle day in day out.

“Then they move the scaf-
fold to the next lot of housing
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e Residential care for the elderly

CALLS TO THE HELPLINE

“The scaffolding has been
up since February 3 but it is
the wrong address. We
don’t know when they’re
going to take it down” N7

“The scaffolding has been
up for three months but
there is no work being
done. We'’ve not seen any

for six months. Never mind
the inconvenience, that we
have to live shrouded in
darkness, watching for
things falling on our heads
every time we come out of the
house and our bins not being
emptied because the binmen
can’t get to them.

“By the time they take it
down, people are so relieved
they just say thank god, they
don’t care if work is shoddy
or not even done.”

Stuart Hodkinson, who is
funded by the Economic and
Social Research Council
(ESRC) to investigate PfI,
said: “During my investiga-
tions I have heard lots of
Islington residents com-
plaining. They call it phan-
tom scaffolding — it goes up,
no work gets done and then it
gets taken down.

“It makes you wonder if
they are storing it there

workmen at all - its sitting
idle.” N1

“We are supposed to have
external work done and the
scaffold has been up since
mid-April. The painting has
been finished for three
weeks and we’ve not seen
one person since.” N7

because it kills two birds
with one stone - firstly it’s
somewhere to put it and sec-
ondly it makes them look as
though they’re doing work.”

Brian Potter, chairman of
Islington Leaseholders Asso-
ciation (ILA), said: “I have
had scaffolding outside my
house for about 10 days even
though the job was done in
two. It’s a huge problem in
the borough. I think they do
it because they save a fortune
on storage.”

A spokesman for Partners
For Improvement in Isling-
ton said: “Partners’ ongoing
programme of work to im-
prove and maintain homes
in Islington can often re-
quire scaffolding to be used,
sometimes for extended peri-
ods of time.”

The helpline can be con-
tacted on 0203 2392070, or call
Partners on 0800 587 3595.
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o Dementia care specialist

e Nursing care for those with physical disabilities
e Respite (short term) care available
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Foster Carers Reguireé:

If you enjoy caring for children,
why not make it your career?

You will receive an allowance of £400 to £680 weekly
fostering allowance. The child will need their own
bedroom. We need people willing to look after
children of any age up to 16 or 18 years old.
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The 123 towards a
healthier lifestyle.

The finest in contemporary and authentic Japanese Cuisine
freshly prepared. Newly refurbished with our cocktail bar
featuring a new range of Sake cocktails, Japanese draught
beer on tap and new Japanese seating, come and enjoy our
Japanese soups, salads, curries, noodles, grills, sushi and not
forgeting our desserts. With our delivery service available
what better way to start to a healthier lifestyle. If you want to
to find out more about Oishiii call us on 020 7254 3488 or order
online www.oishiiirestaurant.co.uk/delivery

Our facilities include

- All rooms are en-suite with Freeview TV and broadband
- Choice of lounges and dining areas
- Landscaped courtyards and large terraces
- Hair and beauty salon with spa treatments available
- Daily activities programme
- Specialist diets and different cuisines catered for
- Need a break? We offer short term stay for non residents
- Fabulous transport links - 24 hr care and service delivered

“We are pleased to announce our new Day Care facilities at Priscilla Wakefield Nursing
Home. Our dedicated team will be on hand to assist with all activities of daily living, from
7am to 7pm, Monday to Sunday, all meals are inciuded. We cater for clients with Dementia
and Nursing needs”. For pricing or further information please contact Caroline, Manager.

Web: www.pwhnursinghome.co.uk
Email: info@pwhnursinghome.co.uk

‘Big enough to cope, small enough to Care’

We Offer:

® You will receive from £400 to £680 weekly
fostering allowance

Dedicated social work support
Comprehensive training programme
Access to 24/7 support and advice

14 nights paid respite

Regular support group meeting
Membership of Foster Talk

HORIZON

PLEASE CALL US NOW ON
0208 200 2353 / 01234 949353

67 Stoke Newington Church Street, London N16 0AR. Tel: 020 7254 3488
www.oishiii.co.uk Opening times: Monday - Friday 5pm -11pm Saturday
& Sunday 12pm - 3pm & 5pm -11pm




